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with open eyes, and make it possible. This I did. I meant
to make a new nation, to restore to the world a lost influence,
to give twenty millions of Semites the foundation on which
to build an inspired dream-palace of their national thoughts.
So high an aim called out the inherent nobility of their minds
and made them play a generous part in events: but when we
won it was charged against me that the British petrol
royalties in Mesopotamia were become dubious, and French
Colonial policy ruined in the Levant.
I am afraid that I hope so. We pay for these things too
much in honour and in innocent lives. I went up the Tigris
with one hundred Devon Territorials, young, clean, delight-
ful fellows, full of the power of happiness, and of making
women and children glad. By them one saw vividly how
great it was to be their kin, and English. And we were cast-
ing them by thousands into the fire, to the worst of deaths,
not to win the war, but that the corn and rice and oil of
Mesopotamia might be ours. The only need was to defeat
our enemies (Turkey among them), and this was at last done
in the wisdom of Allenby with less than four hundred killed,
by turning to our uses the hands of the oppressed in Turkey.
I am proudest of my thirty fights in that I did not have any
of our own blood shed. All the subject provinces of the
Empire to me were not worth one dead English boy. If I
have restored to the East some self-respect, a goal, ideals:
if I have made the standard of rule of white over red more
exigent, I have fitted those peoples in a degree for the new
commonwealth in which the dominant races will forget
their brute achievements, and white and red and yellow
and brown and black will stand up together without side-
glances in the service of the world.
Any hope of such an achievement appeared to have been for
ever defeated by a Peace Treaty founded upon the principle of
self-determination for all peoples, But Lawrence would not
acknowledge defeat, and, after what he described as a *dog fight
in the corridors of Downing Street* lasting for three years, he
brought two Arab Kingdoms into being and retired, feeling that